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Building Our Future (BOF) is a partnership of 
Kenosha County community members and 
leaders representing all sectors from the 
education, non-profit, business, faith, 
community, civic and philanthropic sectors 
committed to improving student outcomes.

Our partnership unites existing programs, 
organizations and community resources to 
reach our shared goals. We use data and 
evidence to make decisions and hold each 
other accountable for getting results. 

buildingourfuturekc.org

T H E  A C T I O N  
N E T W O R K S
The BOF action networks 
bring together a wide range 
of organizations and 
individuals that are 
committed to student 
success.  These networks 
advise the work of BOF, 
providing information and 
collaborating to work toward 
common goals.   They were 
determined in 2016 through 
a number of outreach events 
and work teams that 
engaged community 
residents and volunteers.

O U R  R O A D M A P

O U R  P R O G R E S S
Smart Beginnings: Developmental Screens
One of our Smart Beginnings Network’s initial 
goals is to increase the number of developmental 
screens given to the children of Kenosha County. 
To begin the process, childcare centers are 
being trained to give the The Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire (ASQ-3). The ASQ-3 is a screener 
given to a child between 1 month and 5.5 years to 
see if they are on-track with their development. 

Community Engagement: Understanding our Neighborhoods 
An ongoing focus of BOF is engaging people within the areas our partners work. In 
2018, we launched a project focusing on better understanding specific 
neighborhoods and localities within the county.  The goal is to gather better data 
about that area including basic demographics, different issues facing the residents, 
assets, and potential partners to work with. The program will be piloted in two 
neighborhoods in the City of Kenosha: Lincoln Park and Wilson.

School Success: Early Literacy
Approximately 55% of Kenosha County children are not meeting state English 
Language Arts norms by the third grade. BOF is partnering with the United Way of 
Kenosha County, Kenosha Unified School District, and other partners to expand a 
successful in-school tutoring program for students in K-3rd grade and implement 
the Imagination Library in Kenosha County.

Postsecondary Education & Career Prep: Lumina Talent Hub Designation
Southeast Wisconsin has been designated a Talent Hub by the Lumina 
Foundation.  The designation uses the Foundation’s generous funding 
to help bring together partners from Gateway Technical College, 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside, Higher Expectations for Racine 
County and Building Our Future to increase postsecondary access, 
degree attainment, and talent retention.

Community
Engagement
Include all voices in 
the conversation to make 
our work equitable and 
sustainable.

Smart 
Beginnings
Ensure children are ready 
for Kindergarten 
(formerly Kindergarten 
Readiness).

School 
Success
Help students become 
proficient in English/ 
language arts by third 
grade and math by 
eighth grade.

High School
Completion
Aid students in 
successfully completing 
high school while making 
sure they’re prepared for 
the next step.

Postsecondary 
Education
& Car�r Prep
Work with the community 
to prepare its next 
generation for a career.

568 initial 
screens captured 
in Kenosha County-
wide database

12,425 children 
aged 1 mo. - 
5.5 years live in 
Kenosha County

Everyone achieving 
personal potential from 

cradle to career. 

Vision
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Smart Beginnings: Quality Childcare
Youngstar is Wisconsin's childcare rating system. 
Several things are evaluated including safety and 
staff qualifications.  Kenosha County’s Youngstar 
rating is currently well below state averages. 

Smart Beginnings: Literacy
If a child is behind in learning to read by the 3rd grade, it is likely they will start to 
fall even further behind their peers.

Smart Beginnings: Social & Emotional Learning
Sometimes also called Social Emotional Learning (SEL), this domain measures a 
child’s ability to regulate their behaviors and interact with others. 

School Success
Research shows us that third grade reading proficiency is linked to high school 
performance, graduation, and college enrollment; and thinking mathematically is 
essential for young students to be able to learn and process material. Below are the 
2016-17 Forward exam results in each category.

High School Completion
Ensuring students are ready for postsecondary education or the workforce is 
paramount to the success of both the students and Kenosha County. The numbers 
below reflect the 2015-16 high school graduating class. 

Postsecondary Education & Career Prep
A direct connection exists between better job prospects and income and 
postsecondary training or degree attainment. With the support of the different 
sectors within Kenosha County, we can increase the number of students enrolling 
and completing training after high school.

Join our Data team to 
advise how we access, 
analyze, interpret, and 
communicate data

Join our School Success 
“Early Grade Reading” 
Action Network that will 
launch in 2018

Become a career mentor 
for underrepresented 
post-secondary students 
at UW-Parkside, Gateway 
Technical College and 
Carthage College 

Join our active Smart 
Beginnings Action 
Network to help increase 
the number of Ages and 
Stages Questionnaire 
screeners

Volunteer as a reading 
tutor in the United Way’s 
Tutoring program: 
kenoshaunitedway.org/
tutor

Make a financial or 
in-kind contribution to 
Building Our Future

Connect a colleague, 
friend, or family member 
with BOF, or send them 
to our website: 
buildingourfuturekc.org

Designate someone from 
your organization/ 
company to be a 
“community supporter” – 
to rally your team around 
the work 

Not sure how to get 
involved, email us! 
info@buildingourfuture
kc.org

Average YoungStar Rating: 
2.72/5 (57th in the State)
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Tatjana Bicanin
Director of Operations
tbicanin@buildingourfuturekc.org

Eric Lequesne | Research 
and Evaluation Manager
elequesne@buildingourfuturekc.org
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