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Vision: Everyone achieving personal potential from 
cradle to career.

Mission: Together we will engage our community to 
provide an environment in which all contribute and 
excel.

BuildingOurFutureKC.org
info@BuildingOurFutureKC.org

@BuildingOurFut
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The First 2,000 Days
A newborn will have an estimated 2,000 days until 
they begin school.   The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ website shares that “one in 
four children through the age of five are at risk for a 
developmental delay or disability.” 
Developmental screenings have been embraced by 
the Center for Disease Control since they are effective 
in detecting developmental disabilities.  They estimate 
that before beginning kindergarten, only 3 out of 
every 10 children with developmental issues will be 
identified.
Medical, social spending, and educational costs 
down the road can potentially be reduced when 
children with disabilities are given time to work on 
their development and quality care during those early years, according to the World Health 
Organization. 
The Ages and Stages Questionnaire, commonly referred to as the ASQ-3, is a free, 15-minute 
assessment tool that shows how a child is developing.  It focuses on gross motor and fine 
motor skills, problem solving, communication, and personal/social skills.  The assessment is 
typically filled out by a child’s parent or guardian online or in a paper format, but it can be 
done at a doctor’s office or childcare center as well. 
This is not a one-time assessment. “The American Academy of Pediatrics has recommended 
that pediatricians do the ASQ at 9 months, 18 months and 24 to 30 months,” explains Jodee 

Rizzitano, Public Health Nurse & ASQ trainer. 
“[But] there’s really no age between one month 
of age and five that they don’t qualify for a 
screener.”
Rizzitano says the goal for the programs they 
train, and the children those programs work 
with, is “to make sure they’re getting any kind 
of intervention-early intervention-so they’re more 
prepared for kindergarten.”
She states that once the ASQ is completed, 
parents are given appropriate feedback and 
possible resources based on their results.

What Can You Do?
There are many ways to become aware of a child’s developmental progress and 
utilize Kenosha’s community resources.  You can:

• Take or share the free Ages & Stages Questionnaire at asqonline.com/
family/91beb5 

• Learn about The Center for Disease Control’s Developmental Milestones, which 
provide key benchmark points to track youth development.  The milestones can be 
found at https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html.

• Watch for the Know & Go! App on your cell phone’s app store. This app was 
made to connect with Kenosha’s Early Childhood resources.

• Host a training for your childcare center.  For more information, contact Jodee 
Rizzitano at Jodee.Rizzitano@kenoshacounty.org


